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Dr.Robert E.Speer, Atlantic,Iowa,9/29/34, 
Sec'y Presbyn.Board, of Foreign Missions, 

New York City, 
My dear Friend, 

I was deeply saddened by the news of the death of your 
Son. What deep waters you are passing through*. I trust that 
"The Father of Mercies and the Cod of all comfort"has comfort¬ 
ed you in a very real way. 

I never had such a trial to go through,so my sympathy 
may not seem very comforting,but I wanted to express my deep 
feelings over such a tragedy. Only God can heal such wounds, 

I am teaching the Word to Christians in a rural part of 
this state We have spent three wek3,-nearly four-on the book 
of Hebrews,with some profit,! believe,to hearers and to the 
speaker. I am away from home about ten months of the year,in 
this work and in Bible conferences. Seem able for six nights 
a week of preaching almost all the year around. Have had wan 
derful health for the past 30 years. 

I am not sure that I have seen you since,theough your 
kindness,! was at Huntingdon,Pa.,in the Summer.of 1890,but I 
have not forgotten your kindness then,and previously,. 

Likeiy you will remember my wife. She was Hattie E.Dyer 
State Sec’y of Y.W.C.A.of Pennsylvania in 89-91. She is still 
very fond of work among women. Has four weekly Bible classes 

JiiL in Duluth,our home. This keeps her mind occupied,and alert, 
I v/as 70 on Jan. 17th,of this year and she was 69 on the next. 
day. We have a son,Rupert,-Sec *y Y.M.C.A.Oak Park,Ills. He is 
forty. Our oldest Daughter,38 is in Winnetka,Ills.and Grace is 
in Leonia N.J.-Her name is Mrs.Hugh O’Neill,9 Palmer Place. 

I do not know what family you have,but hope that you have 
living children,and a wife to comfort you in this time of sor- 

You will see that I am seeking to spread the knowledge 
of the Word,by the printed page. I will enclose three or ±our 
tracts. v 

With love in Christ,! am, . 
Yours in grace, 

A. N. O BRIEN 
EDITOR 

227 W. VICTORIA 
DULUTH, MINN. 
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jjtZ, 

- - - THE BEYOND - - - 

It seemeth such a little way 
to me 

Across to that strange country, 
The Beyond; 

For it has grown to he 
The home of those of whom I am 

so fond. 

And so for me there is no Death - 
It is hut crossing with 

abated breath 
A little strip of sea; 
To find one’s loved ones 

waiting on the shore. 
More beautiful, more precious, 

than before. 



MRS. Eben Erskine Olcott 
129 EAST SIXTY NINTH STREET 

NEW YORK CITY 
REGENT 4-2579 
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PRESBYTERIAN HEADQUARTERS 

Synods of ALABAMA, MISSISSIPPI and TENNESSEE 
Representing National Missions Administration 

and the General Council of the 

PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH, U. S. A. 

REV. E. L. ORR, Synodical Executive 

Presbyterian Building 
NASHVILLE, TENNESSEE 

September 17, 1934 

Dr. and Mrs. Robt. E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

Dear Friends? 

Mrs. Orr and I have been greatly distressed 
and grieved to note by the press the unfortunate death 
of Mr. Elliot Speer at Northfield. 

It is past our conception that such a 
tragedy could have occurred. Be assured of our 
sympathy and prayers. 

May the Lord be gracious to you and 
yours. 

Yours very cordially. 

E. L. Orr 

o/e 



Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 

156 Fifth Avenue, New York, N. Y. 
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Cranks Creek Community Center 

Cranks, Kentucky 

Conducted by 

The Board of National Missions 

of the Presbyterian Church in the U. S. A. 
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Muskogee, Okla., Oc^* 8, 19jU* 

Dear Dr* Speer: 

Every time i have been doing correspondence I have allowed .t 

to slip my mind to write you how deeply Mrs Payn« and I sympatnize 

with you over the loss of your son* 

We watched the papers for all the details given, and so did all 

your friends here* Dr* Kerr of 1‘ulsa was always asking me for news 

and I was asking for what he had learned, but neither of us had any 

for the other* 

There i s nothing one can say in face of such a sudden depriva¬ 

tion as has been yours that will do more than to tell you that you 

ard Mrs. Speer were much in our thoughts in those trying days, as you 

still are. think of how terrible it would be for us if one of 

ours should be taken as suddenly in some accident in this fast-moving 

America of ours. 

We can only commend you, as we would commend ourselves, to that 

only source of comfort who is all powerful to help us in this a3 in 

all other trials. 
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Uptroit, £Hirlp 

September 27, 1934 

Rev. Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, New York 

My dear Doctor: 

I know too well what any token of sympathy has meant 
to me to hesitate to hasten my xword of feeling for you and Mrs. 
Speer. 

So different and yet so much the sane—was my loss of 
my eldest born, who left the Army with tuberculosis, and we had 
need through four years to know the inevitable end to be. Your 
lad had achieved rare approximation to your dearest ideals of 
him,--and went—went on, thank God for the avid conviction of it, 
and thank Him for the cumulative evidences buttressing it--went 
on--just over a threshold to the higher room where his new tools 
awaited him. 

I We had our lad’s return to us back to the recovery of 
la childhood simplicity which never had he quite had. As with 
|your ov/n lad--Death had loosed hold of and dropped all tokens of 
lterror--and had only the handclasp of the appointed Guide to 
offer him. It is a great thing to smile at Death, and compel 
Death to smile back. 

In precious and grateful memories of your own cher¬ 
ished words to me and mine a year and more ago, I beg a thought 
of me as praying that God’s gracious lights may ve -y much illumine 
your thought of your lad. Yes, His lights, for it must have been 
an immense commission over there which called him, and a love 
out-reaching yours which could justify God to Himself in His own 
act in the call. 

Forgive my too many lines; I’m hungrily talking to my¬ 
self, perchance, as much as to you and yours. 

With great affection. 

EHP:FA Edward H. Pence 



Jttis&tonarp Jttetiical College for 9£omen, Vellore, Hlnc. 

Boards and Societies Co-operating 
AMERICAN SECTION 

American Board of Commissioners for 
Foreign Missions 

Woman’s American Baptist 
Foreign Mission Society 

Woman’s Foreign Missionary Society 
Methodist Episcopal Church 

Woman’s Board of Foreign Missions 
Reformed Church of America 

Canadian Baptist Foreign 
Mission Boards 

Women’s Missionary Society 
United Lutheran Church in America 

Woman’s Missionary Society 
Augustana Synod 

The Woman’s Missionary Society 
of the United Church of Canada 

International Order of 
The King’s Daughters and Sons, Inc. 

Women’s Christian College, j$lai)ra£>,3lnc. 

g>t. Christo peer’s framing College, 3nc. 

REV. JAMES L. BARTON. D.D.. PRESIDENT 

MISS FLORENCE PUR1NGTON, SECRETARY 

Miss HILDA L. OLSON, 

TREASURER AMERICAN SECTION 

marmion way, rockport, mass 

MRS. HENRY W. PEABODY, CHAIRMAN 

CARE OF HILDA L. OLSON. ROCKPORT. MASS. 

BRITISH SECTION 

Church Missionary Society 
Church of England, 

Zenana Missionary Society 
Church of Scotland 

Women’s Foreign Mission Soc. 
London Missionary Society 
Wesleyan Methodist Missionary 

Society 

COMMITTEE ON 

ENDOWMENT FUND 

Mrs. Henry W. Peabody, Chairman 
Mrs. Nathan R. Wood 
Miss Mabel Emerson 
Mrs. DeWitt Knox 
Miss Edna Springhorn 
Miss Clementina Butler 
Mrs. M. R. Diefendorf 
Miss Florence Purington 
Miss Hilda L. Olson, Treasurer 

tl-t&A. d~i 

/ IamaS f 5 - 
L 

AX)/- , Z. 
<pf 

/ Is' 

/ 
ala- (/vy^A-^fC.^ 

Ac / 

^ W 

2. 



-V 7 A. ** r /- /2^ J~j . <: 

^AA~, L 

A ^ 

fV^- 

e_. 

;i 't- r 7 < CA'//*,/_. k - 

" ^. ^ / ^ 

{ ~ 

r^^ (~-T/, } /_ fVly- 



^jjlrfsirgtfiimt (lliturrh 
STEWARTSVILLE, NEW JERSEY 

The Rev. M. H. Looloian, Pastor 

Phone: 14 R 12. 

“The Manse” 

October 20,1004 

Dr.Robert 3.Speer 
New York City* 

Dear Dr.Speer? 

E>©ei the very day when your dear sen Elliat was 
so t»agioly slain I hare followed you in prayor.My heart has gone 
out f©r you and Mrs.Speer again and again. 

I was at Northfield last Summer during August.The 
first day that I was there X went t© Mt•Herman and made a point 
t® call and see your dear son and my good friend.We had a few 
minutes chat at the adjnin±st*«k®n building. That was the last 
and sweetest memory of his in my life.Thousands hare 
written to you already.But some hew I hare been waiting to 
slip in a quiet way,it I may,and by the grace of God t® 
assure you of »y heart-felt sympathy and my humble prayers 
with thousands of others hare fcilNMid’been already answered, 
in that.that God has comforted and sustained you and Mrs.Speer. 

I also remember how beautifully and with such 
a great spirit you answered that young man wh# asked you a 
a question in connection with-ke the Independent Board after 
your fine address in the Sage Cliapel.To great many ©1 us that 
was unneessary and unchristlike. the way he answered you after 
you/ had taken the time t© fully answer his question.But right 
will triumph and I am confident that you are on the right side. 
God has used you during ail these many years and we are hoping 
anti praying that your Hie may^spared for great many years more. 

Accept the sincere and heartfelt sympathy •* an 
humble servant in the Masterfs work.Your li*e has been a blessing 
t© me during my student days at Mt.flexion.Then as I hare heard 
you here and there X still cairy on* the inspiration of your life. 
Theu if you recall several years ag© I secured $1000.for the 
Foreign Mission Board from one of my members here who wanted to 
invest as an annuity.These facts may help you know as t® who I am. 

With kindest regards to Mrs.speer and yourself. 

Sincerely Yours, 
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Cablegrams: "Inmisco, London** 
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Missions 

China Inland Mission 

Telephone : Sloane 1426 

INTERNATIONAL MISSIONARY COUNCIL 
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National Christian Council of Japan 
Korean National Christian Council 
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Secretaries 

J. H. Oldham 

William Paton 

A. L. Warnshuis 

Assistant Secretaries 

Miss B. D. Gibson 

Miss D. H. Standley 
Miss Esther Strong 

Chairman 

John R. Mott 

Near East Christian Council 
Nederlandsche Zendings-Raad 
Netherlands India 
National Missionary Council of New Zealand 
Norsk Missionsraad 
Foreign Missions Conference cf North America 

(United States and Canada) 
National Christian Council of the Philippine Islands 
National Christian Council of Siam 
Missionary Societies of South Africa 
Suomen Lahetysneuvosto 
Svenska Missionsradet 
Association of Missionary Societies in Switzerland 
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J^ortfj Carolina i£>untiaj> ikljool gtesociatton 
Executive Committee Officers Executive Committee 

r. L. pope, thomasville, chairman 

T. A. AVERA, ROCKY MOUNT 

C. C. BLANTON, SHELBY 

A. W. BUNCH, STATESVILLE 

HERBERT W. COBLE, BURLINGTON 

J. L. DABBS, CHARLOTTE 

C. F. FINCH, THOMASVILLE 

J. L. FISHER, SALISBURY 

HON. O. MAX GARDNER, RALEIGH 

CHAS. W. GUNTER, GASTONIA 

J. HENRY HIGHSMITH, RALEIGH 

C. C. HUDSON, GREENSBORO 

JOHN SPRUNT HILL, DURHAM 

HUBERT C. JARVIS, ASHEVILLE 

MRS. CAMERON MORRISON, CHARLOTTE 

J. B. IVEY, CHARLOTTE 

PRESIDENT 

T. W. COSTON, GATESVILLE 

PRESIDENT EASTERN REGION 

DR. J. B. WRIGHT, RALEIGH 

PRESIDENT E. CENTRAL REGION 

THOMAS P. PRUITT, HICKORY 

PRESIDENT WESTERN REGION 

MISS EDITH KRIDER B. V. HEDRICK 

DIRECTOR YOUNG PEOPLE'S WORK TREASURER 

MISS MYRTLE A. MCDANIEL MISS ELIZABETH BAKER 

DIRECTOR LEADERSHIP TRAINING OFFICE SECRETARY 

F. F. MYRICK, GREENSBORO 

R. A. McCUISTON, WINSTON-SALEM 

prof. w. c. POE, Henderson 

MISS MAUD REID. RALEIGH 

C. F. RITCHIE, CONCORD 

IRA G. SHAMEL, WINSTON-SALEM 

A. E. TATE, HIGH POINT 

COL. WALKER TAYLOR, WILMINGTON 

S. E. VARNER, WHITTIER 

C. S. WALLACE, MOREHEAD CITY 

W. L. WARD, ASHEBORO 

E. E. WHEELER, ASHEVILLE 

MRS. H. A. WHITE, HIGH POINT 

REV. SHUFORD PEELER 
GENERAL SECRETARY 

101-102 ARCADE BUILDING 

SALISBURY, NORTH CAROLINA 

September 17,1934 
4 it 

Dr. Robert E.Speer, 
New York City, B.Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer, 
I read in the papers of the tragic death of your 

son Dr. Elliott Speer and wish at this time to extend to you my 
heartfelt sympathy during these days of bereavement and sorrow. 

When 1 was a theological student in Philadelphia I 
heard you very frequently in conventions and Y.M.C.A. and other 
conferences and your messages always left a profound impression 
upon my heart.. In a recent letter I asked about the possibility 
of your coming to our State Convention in Geeensboro, January 
21,22 and 28. 

I hope this sadness in your life at this time 
v/ill not keep you from coming into our state. *ve need you at 
this time, especially, to help us in the work we are doing. 

Hoping to hear from you soon. 

Sincerely yours, 

Shuford Peeler, Gen.Sec. 

SP:McD 



First Presbyterian Church 
LAMBERTVILLE, N. J. 

VICTOR MANLEY PATTERSON 
MINISTER 

139 North Union street 

Phone 82 

ALFRED L. PIERSON 
CLERK OF SESSION 

31 north union street 

PHONE 425 

Dr. Robert S. Speer, 
New York City. 

Dear Dr. Speer : 

As a former Hermonite, and having 
had a slight acquaintance with your son 
Elliot, I feel deeply the sorrow that has 
so suddenly and tragically overtaken you, 
and wish to extend ray heartfelt sympathy. 

Such experiences can be met tri¬ 
umphantly only by those who know Mod well, 

f ] have taught so many of us how 
to know Him better, will certainly arise 
from this with the shout of victory. 

September 19, 
1 9 3 4 . 
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LINSLY INSTITUTE 
WHEELING, W. VA. 

‘A GOOD SCHOOL FOR BOYS SINCE 1814” 

JAMES MEASE POTTER, D.D., PRESIDENT 
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(®ak HattP Preabijtprtan (El|urrii 

OAK LANE AT N. ELEVENTH STREET 

OAK LANE, PHILADELPHIA 

REV. WILSON T. M. BEALE, D.D., PASTOR 

6635 N. ELEVENTH STREET 

MR. HORACE LINTON, CLERK OF SESSION 

6404 N.Seventh Street 

MR. william L. HOLMES. Church Treasurer 

7005 N. Twelfth Street 

MR. EDWARD J. M AG UIG AN. BENEVOLENCE TREASURER 

1019 OAK LANE AVENUE 



The Cap atsth Gown Club 
540 ATLANTK^ AVENUE 

Brooklyn, n. A'. 

GRADUATE DEPARTMENT 

Fremont C. Peck, Treas. 

September 26, 1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

I have your note of September 24th in con¬ 
nection with Elliott’s Cap and Gown dues. I am 
sorry that he was unable to keep up his graduate dues 
but I can understand the difficulties in times of de¬ 
pression. There is, of course, nothing further to 
be done regarding the bill of $20.00 to which he re¬ 
ferred in his letter to me of January 22nd, so do not 
think any more about it. 

may i express to you, as I already have to 
his wife, my deep sympathy and the hope that some so¬ 
lution may be found to the mystery surrounding his 
death. 

Sincerely yours, 
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REV. WM BANCROFT HILL. D D. 

GV* 
The Board of Foreign Missions 

REV. WM. I. CHAMBERLAIN, PH. D. 

CORRESPONDING SECRETARY 

F M POTTER, L. H. D 

ASSOCIATE SECRETARY 

REV. WILLIAM J. VAN KERSEN, D. D. 

District secretary 

Holland. Mich. 

REFORMED CHURCH IN AMERICA 

25 East 22nd Street 

New York 

Cable address: synodical. New York Telephone- ALgonquin 4—2151 

president 

REV. T. H. MACKENZIE, D. D. 

Chairman Exec. Comm. 

F. M. POTTER, L. H. D. 

TREASURER 

October 4, 1934 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth h.venue, 
Hew York City. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

The many associations which you have had with our 
Board of Foreign Missions have led us all to think of you as 
being within our intimate circle of friends. Our thoughts 
have therefore been much with you in these recent ?;eeks and 
the Board have instructed me to extend to you our deep sym¬ 
pathy in the tragedy which has visited your family. 

day I express also to you and Mrs. Speer ny own 
personal sympathy and the assurance of affectionate remem¬ 
brances in your hours of sorrow. 

Yours sincerely, 

T 



Louis F. Powell 

103 N. HIGHLAND AVE. 

LANSDOWNE, PA. 
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Southern Gas and Electric Corporation 

Munsey Building, Baltimore 

beptember 20, 1934. 

Dear Dootor: 

Mrs. Pollitt joins me in deepest sym¬ 
pathy to yon and Mrs. Speer, in the great tragedy 
and sorrow whioh has oome into your family oirole. 
The Christian world sorrows with you. 

Personally, I shall always remember the 
day he spent with us and in Brown Memorial* several 
yewrs ago. I am glad to have the memory. 

Faithfully yours. 

Dr.Robert E. Speer, 
158 Fifth Avenue* 

New York. 



21 Clev©burn Place 
Buffalo, N. Y. 
September 25,1934 

Robert E. Speer, D. D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

My dear Doctor Speer: 

Perhaps at this time I may be permitted to express my 
thanks to you, under God, for the help and inspiration you and 
your books have been to me. I am a Congregational minister, a 
graduate of Williams College (1912) and Hartford Seminary (1913). 
Your books Influenced me considerably In my younger days and have 
aided many of my sermons. Even this last summer I placed The 
Master of the Heart" close at hand on my desk. And you keep up 
your noble work, adding not long ago the book entitled. The Fi¬ 
nality of Jesus Christ." 

Fraternally yours, 

(Rev.) Ernest B. Patten. 

P. S. Please do not trouble to acknowledge this note. 
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September 25, 1934. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York, N. Y. 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

Since reading of the tragic death of 
your son Elliott, I have been desirous of writing 
you to express my deep sympathy in this time of your 
great bereavement. Although I never knew Elliott 
personally,--*1 only knew him by reputation--yet X 
am persuaded that a young man of such noble parent¬ 
age, who has consecrated his life to Christ, was 
greatly needed in our day and generation. It may 
be that God knew that his martyrdom would be more 
potent for righteousness than even his useful life. 
My heart bleeds for you and Mrs. Speer in this great 
loss of your son. I have two sons of my own and can 
easily imagine what a tremendous shock it would be 
to me"to have either of them snatched from me so 
suddenly. But we never lose those we love; and I am 
sure that you feel that all is well with his soul, 
and that the great comfort you have been to others in 
proclaiming the unsearchable riches of Christ will 
now be of comfort to your own aching heart. 

Since a youth of high school age, attend¬ 
ing the summer conference at Waynesville, North 
Carolina, where I first came under the inspiration of 
your consecrated life, I have always been an admirer 
and a staunch supporter of you. 

Trusting God's infinite peace shall 
assuage your griefs and lesson your sorrows, I am 
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FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

1201-S 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on 
full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

aR45 19 XC=ENGLEWOOD NJ SEP 16 1004A 

. DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEERtB 

j=CARE MTHERMON SCHOOL FOR BOYS NORTHF I ELD MASS = 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

:MY HEART ACHES FOR YOU AND THAT LITTLE FAMILY IN YOUR 

TERRIBLE SORROW YOU HAVE MY SYMPATHY AND L0VE: 

pDAN I EL E POMEROY. 

1Q58A 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 19 Dean Street, Englewood, N. J. 

NBF91 23 DL 7 EXTRA= HILLSBORO NHAMP SEP 17 425P 

MRS ELLIOTT SPEER AND DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

ENGLEWOOD NJ= 

\ MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

IN LOVE AND FAITH MRS POLING AND I ARE STANDING BY TODAY 

AND ALL THE DAYS= 

DAN POLING. 
448P. 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

_PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OP THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

GR3 3=MINNEAPOLIS MINN SEP 15 852P 

ROBERT E SPF F R = 

PHONE MTHERMON SCHOOL NORTHFIELD MASS= 

LOVE AND SYMPATHY- 

NICOLS PEDERSEN. 

731 A 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

J \ 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

s_r 

1201-S 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 
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CotOBTE I, At,K XATOEli MOSS PlPKH 

United States Army 

Retired 



oi/OifKl. Alkxanokik Moss Pipkh 

United States Arm v 

Retiked 
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Seven thousand, five hun dred an d twenty-two Ridge Boulevard 

Brooklyn, New York 
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What Happened in Church 
'V HIS article appeared in the Homiletical Review 

in September, 1928. It was kindly sent us by Mrs. 
A. T. Robertson, who had it copied from the Review 
in the Seminary Library, primarily to use before her 
Sunday-school class. In sending it Mrs. Robertson 
writes: On an impulse I duplicated it, thinking it 
might be worth reprinting. It might be effective— 
so Mr. Thomas A. Johnson of the Library said—as a 
good 'Blue Monday’ tonic for preachers.” And so it 
will be, we are sure. 

APPARENTLY nothing happened. The minister was 
earnest and persuasive, the choir tuneful, the congre¬ 
gation reverent. But nobody came forward to join the 

church, and the pastor sighed over the carelessness of the 
young people, and the church letters that seemed glued in 
people’s pockets. 

Yet—in a pew at the side sat a man with a frozen heart. 
He rose for the opening hymn, “Hoy, holy, holy,” and stared 
at the words with stony eyes. But in the second stanza, as 
the song rose, “All the saints adore thee, casting down their 
golden crowns,” he cried out to himself, “They do, they do!” 
and his heart leaped within him with the certainty of faith. 
He saw his mother, his quietly devout father, his lovely 
young wife, just passed over, praising God in heaven with 
rapture; and he was subdued, tender, and able to listen 
thankfully to the rest of the worship. 

In a pew down in front, a deacon’s wife asked her son, 
as he took his place beside her: “Where is your brother?” 
“In the park swimming-pool” he whispered back. A fire 
of grief and mortification swept through her, and it was all 
she could do to keep from writing on the church leaflet to 
her husband, “Dick is in the park swimming-pool. Please 
go get him out.” 

But her husband was clamly singing the opening hymn 
and she controlled her agitation, though her heart throbbed 
fast. Suddenly she heard a line of the hymn: “Cherubim 
and seraphim falling down before thee, which wert and 
art and evermore shalt be.” She said to herself, “Surely I 
can for one hour put aside this vexation, and worship with 
the angels.” 

IS' Across the aisle a professor’s wife and her three children 
sat with attentive faces. One was a high school boy. It hap¬ 
pened that the evening before his mother had started to call 
him for some help in her tasks, but he was reading the en¬ 
cyclopedia with such a look of keen interest that she forebore 
to interrupt him. As he went up to bed she asked what had 
pleased him so much. “I was reading about Nietzsche,” the 
lad replied; “he’s a much misunderstood man!” 

The mother’s heart sank. Her husband was away, and 
she felt that she was for the moment a poor ignorant female 
in the eyes of arrogant boyhood. So she prayed with all her 
heart as the minister gave out his text, “Except a grain of 
wheat fall into the ground and die, it abideth alone,” and 
announces as his subject, “Self-sacrifice the first law of na¬ 
ture.” Here was an antidote, and the boy listened thought¬ 
fully while she prayed for him. 

In the minister’s own pew a child of eight looked eagerly 
at his father while he preached. A new word caught his 
ear in a passing reference to the writings of John_±‘Gnostic.” 
“Mother, do you know any Gnostics?” he whispered. She 
nodded. L“Why?” “The Christian Scientists are like the 
Gnostics.”] 

Presently another new word came along, “agnostic.” “Do 
you know any agnostics?” came the urgent whisper again. 
Again she nodded. “Who?” “I know a doctor who says he 
would like to believe in religion but can’t feel sure about it.” 
“Oh,” came a satisfied sigh. The minister was accustomed to 
these instantaneous demands for knowledge, so he was not 
disturbed. 

A girl’s class sat together near the front. A fierce strug¬ 
gle raged in one girl’s heart. “Forgive her? How can I for¬ 

give her? She doesn’t even dream how cruel she’s been! 
She can’t imagine one-tenth of what I’m suffering!” A sen¬ 
tence of the sermon floated over to her: “The heart knoweth 
its own bitterness.” A startled look drove out the anger from 
her brown eyes. Not one word of song or sermon had she 
heard till now. 

Half-way through the Lord’s Prayer, “Forgive us our 
debts as we forgive our debtors” had seized her and tor¬ 
mented her all this time. Now something came to her aid. 
The quoted proverb set her mind groping. “She doesn’t un¬ 
derstand—no, of course not.” Then suddenly, “Father, for¬ 
give them, for they know not what they do.” The storm 
ceased as she stood by the Saviour’s cross, and tears of shame 
filled her eyes. The minister did not know on what far 
tangent her thoughts had flown at his brief quotation. The 
act of forgiveness is as deep and vital a thing as the act of 
repentance, and brings as deep a peace. 

It chanced to be communion Sunday. A stranger sat 
alone in a pew. At first she had rather enjoyed the privacy 
of her own thoughts, the obscurity in which she shared the 
woiship, and listened to a fresh voice in the pulpit. But as 
the deacons went forward to serve at the Lord’s table, all 
strangers to her, a home-sickness for her own church and’her 
family pew and her own pastor swept over her; and when the 
minister said, “Recently there was unveiled in Arlington 
a monument to a man of national fame,” she felt distinctly 
irritated. But the speaker went on immediately, “We cele¬ 
brate to-day a simple memorial which shall outlast all 
earthly honors. ‘For as oft as ye eat this bread and drink 
this cup, ye do show forth the Lord’s death till he come’.” 

As these familiar words fell on her ears and the table 
was uncovered, the stranger’s loneliness fell away. As if in 
a trance, she lost sight of the strange faces and saw instead 
the Master and the group around the table and thought “I 
believe to-day the Lord Himself will give me the bread and 
wine.” Through all the quiet moments her exaltation lasted 
and never had she so completely observed the ordinance “in 
remembrance of Him.” 

Few of these experiences ever came to the preacher’s 
knowledge. Perhaps a hundred others occurred during that 
morning hour wh;ch seemed to him so unprofitable. “My 
word,” saith Jehovah, “shall accomplish that which I please 
and shall prosper in the thing whereto I sent it.” 

Louisville, Ky. ELLA BROADUS ROBERTSON. 



The Power of Prayer-T. O. REESE, D.D., Sarasota, Fla. 

MODERNISTS speak of the “reflex influence of prayer,” 

but I believe that prayer really accomplishes things. 

"Prayer changes things.” Prayer links us with omnip¬ 

otence! Prayer moves the arm that moves the world. 

It puts at the disposal of the believer the resources of 

Deity! It has fought battles! It has won victories! It has 

carried burdens! It has healed wounds! It has assuaged 

griefs! It is the wealth of poverty; the refuge of affliction; 

the strength of weakness; the light of darkness! It is the 

oratory that gives power to the pulpit; it is the hand that 

smights Satan, and breaks the fetters of sin. It has arrested 

the wing of time, and turned aside the scythe of death. It 

has discharged heavy dark and frowning storm-cloud in a 
shower of blessings. 

It is easy for an Almighty God to supply our greatest 

needs. Is it not just as easy for the Atlantic to carry the 

largest ship that ever rode her waves, as the sea-weeds and 

foam she flings upon the shore? Is it not just as easy for the 

moon to bathe and turn a mountain into silver as a mole hill? 

Is it not as easy for the sun to flood a whole continent with 

golden light as a field or a garden? Is it not just as easy 

for Terra Firma” to remain steady under the tread of an ele¬ 

phant as an ant? Is it not just as easy for the air that en¬ 

velops the earth to bear up the spreading eagle as the hum¬ 

ming-bird? The same God who kindled the sun, lighted the 

fire-fly’s lamp! This great God is just as ready to turn on 

His throne and listen to the simple prayer of a child as to 
hear the cry of the greatest Saint. 

“What a friend we have in Jesus 

All our sins and griefs to bear! 

What a privilege to carry, 

Everything to God in prayer!” 

Jacob, we are told, “saw God face to face” but it was 

after he had wrestled all night with the angel. 

Jonah send God’s message ringing through Ninevah until 

king and peasant sat in sackcloth and ashes, but only after he 
had prayed. 

Daniel faced lions and more dangerous human foes, but it 

was after he had thrown his windows open toward Jerusalem 
and prayed to Jehovah his God. 

Jonah sent God’s message ringing Trough Ninevah until 

all through Wales, waves of Pentecos al power were felt- 

people shouted and testified and thirty < r forty thousand souls 

Moody went to London and a revival broke out -n the 

North London church and hundreds were saved, but the 

Sunday before he went to that city he spent the day in Bible 
study and prayer. 

Dr. Torrey and Mr. Alexander made a tour of the world 

and everywhere they went multitudes thronged to hear the 

Gospel in sermon and in song, and in China, in Japan, in 

Australia, in New Zealand, in Tasmania, in Odia, in England, 

Scotland, Ireland, Germany, France, and Switzerland there 

were hundreds of converts. But this all dates back to a 

prayer meeting one Saturday night in the Moody church. 

John Knox, laid Scotland at the feet of Jesus, but only 

after he had prayed for hours, “Lord, give me Scotland 
or I die.” 

Charles Haddon Spurgeon for years filled Surry Gardens 

and Exter Hall with weeping thousands, but Spurgeon was 
a man of prayer. 

George Muller established and maintained an orphanage 

at Bristol, England—maintained it absolutely on faith for 

more than a half century. It was through prayer that this 
was possible. 

John Wesley made such an impression on England, as no 

man had ever made and as no man has since made—His dead 

hand rings tens of thousands of church bells. He was a man 

of prayer. His motto was: “From my knees to the pulpit.” 

Dr. B. H. Carroll launched and carried to completion a 

number of great enterprises—among them the establishment 

of the Southwestern Theological Seminary. And according 

to his own words, he first prayed the matter through and had 

the assurance that that victory would crown his efforts in 
these undertakings. 

Economically, morally and spiritually things are in a bad 

way. Our hope is in God. We must resort to prayer. Noth¬ 
ing can take its place. 

“Sweet hour of prayer, sweet hour of prayer, 

That calls me from a world of care, 

And bids me at my Father’s throne, 

Make all my wants and wishes know!” 

Dr. John A. Davison in Elizabethtown 

A HIGH privilege came to the Severns Valley Church, 

the only Baptist church in Elizabethtown, and the 

first church of any denomination established west of 

the Alleghanies, when Dr. John A. Davison, the beloved pas¬ 

tor of the First Church of Clarksville, Tenn., preached in our 

church from April 28 to May 12. It was not only a privilege 

foi the church but for the schools, civic clubs and the entire 
community. 

This great preacher, scholar and Christian brought to all 

of us a fresh vision of Jesus and caused our church more 

deeply to consecrate our lives to his great cause. 

The quality of Dr. Davidson’s preaching was excellent in 

that he was led by the Spirit of God to preach sermons 

which were thoughtful, practical, inspirational and helpful 

in our every day affairs. He is not sensational but is deeply 

spiritual and the influence of his visit with us was not only 

for the time being but it will be of lasting good to the entire 

community. He spoke each morning on the general theme 

“The Life Worthwhile is the Life with Christ.” Each eve¬ 

ning he spoke about the great fundamentals of our faith; the 

cross, why Christ died, the atonement, consciousness of guilt, 
repentance, confession and justification. 

During his stay with us there were two hundred and fif¬ 

teen re-dedications and twenty-nine who accepted Christ as 
Saviour and Lord. 

ARTHUR STOVALL, Pastor, 
Severns Valley Baptist Church, 

Elizabethtown, Kentucky. 
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Jffmtlj’a Comfort 

If o’er a new-made grave the tears are falling, 

Faith points above 

To where the light of His dear face is shining 

On those we love! 
-ELLA LAUDER. 
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Mrs. C. Herbert Rice 

816 COLLEGE AVENUE 

WOOSTER. OHIO 
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IRIS GARDENS 

3 Sunrise Avenue 
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Fifth Avenue Presbyterian Church 

Fifth Ave.&Fifty Fifth Street 

New York. 
September 25,1^34 

Pear Pr. Speer: 

On my arrival here we learned oi 
the tragic death of your son. Mrs. MacLennaa 
and I are deeply touched and wish to express 
to you our deepest sympathy and assure you 
of our prayers in your heavy bereavement. 
Surely His grace is sufficient. 

Yours in Christian love, 

Pr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue 
Hew York. 



WITHERSPOON BUILDING 

PHILADELPHIA, PENNSYLVANIA 

September twenty-fifth, 
1 9 3 4. 

Dear Roberts 

I have your letter of September 19th 
to which Reid has already replied and you can well 
understand how much sincere regret there is in our 
hearts that we are not going to be able to do some¬ 
thing which we would so much like to do for Elliott's 
wife and children. 

It is often said that so many things are 
mysteries to little children. Somehow I feel that 
the older one grows the more mystery seems to pre¬ 
vail in whole sections of life as we know it here. 
I must not even at this time add to your burdens by 
reading letters, but perhaps some day we may be able 
to have a word together. 

God's hlessing I know is with you and may 
His strength which you have made so real to so many 
be your own support in increasing measure. 

Sincerely yours. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
Rockledge, 
Lakeville, Conn. 
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1515 S. ^camore ^ve 
Los Angeles, Calif. 
Sept. 17,1954. 

My dear Doctor Speer, 

We were grieved to 

read about your son* s death at i^orthfield. 

Mass, in a recent copy of " The Los Angeles 

Express" . 

Accept our deep sympathy in 

this time of bereavement. " The eternal God 

is our refuge and underneath are the Everlast¬ 

ing Arms.11 

Respectfully yours. 

P.S The last time that we heard you preach 
was at urova City,^a. duly 1955. .«hat 
a powerful message on the Atonement of 
Chrieti Our hearts rejoiced. 
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THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

WE S TE RN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J- C. WILLEVER 
PRESIDENT CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD_FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME, 

Received at 

GR155 29 XC=TARRYTOWN NY SEP 15 611 P 

MRS ROBT E SPEER= 

=MTRE RMON SCHOOL FOR GIRLS NORTHFI ELD MASS = 

WITH THE DEEPEST SYMPATHY AND LOVE 

OUR EARNEST PRAYERS ARE THAT COUAGE 

AND ELLIOTTS WIFE- 

fABBY A ROCKEFELLER. 

65 AP 

OUR HEARTS ARE FILLED 

FOR YOU AND MR SPEER 

MAY BE GIVEN TO YOU 

A /' 

M 0“ 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

j-—s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S-t 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



THE COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
1201-S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE 

PRESIDENT 

NEWCOMB CARLTON 

CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 

J. C. WILLEVER 

FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

^r 
The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is SI ANDARD 11 ME# 

Received at 

r 
GR108 18/21 DL= HUNTINGTON PENNA SEPT 15 1934 1257PM= 

DR ROBERT E SPEER= 
tUUL-HA I & I l/A 

EASTNORTHFI ELD MASS= 

ALL GREATLY SHOCKED AT NEWS OF YOUR TELEGRAM LOVE AND 

SYMPATHY TO ALL CAN WE DO ANYTHING WIRE ARRANGEMENTS .VIA 

WESTERNUN I 0N = 

CHARLIE AND MIG. 

! 157PM) 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



COMPANY WILL APPRECIATE SUGGESTIONS FROM ITS PATRONS CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 
120I-S 

WESTERN 
UNION 

R. B. WHITE NEWCOMB CARLTON J. C. WILLEVER 

_PRESIDENT_ CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the date line on full-rate telegrams and day letters, and the time of receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

Received at 

r 
GR48 12 XC=SHELBURNEFALLS MASS SEP 15 1G33A 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

:MTH E RMON SCHOOL E ASTNORTHFI EL D MASS 

LOUISE AND I SEND DEEP AND LOVING SYMPATHY IN YOUR 

INEXPRESSABLE SORROW= 

HOWARD C ROBBINS. 

1 1 41 A 

MINUTES IN TRANSIT 

FULL-RATE DAY LETTER 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LC = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Night Letter 

Ship Radiogram 

THE 

-^ 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

S r 

THE QUICKEST, SUREST AND SAFEST WAY TO SEND MONEY IS BY TELEGRAPH OR CABLE 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 1223S 

Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

WESTERN 
UNION 

J-- 
SIGNS 

“S 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 

NEWCOMB CARLTON. PRESIDENT 
J. C. W1LLEVER. FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

The filing time as shown in the dale line on fihl-tatatelegiains and day letters. and .he time of receipt at destination a, shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

NAJ5? 12 XC= SHELBURNEF ALLS MASS SEP 15 1055A 

DR AND MRS ROBERT E SPEER- 

LAKEVILLE C0NN = 

LOUISE AND I SEND DEEP AMD LOVING SYMPATHY IN YOUR 
f 

INEXPRESSIBLE S0RR0W= j 
HOWARD C ROBBINS. 

10 5 £ A. . 

NE N'o..... 
P: _, . 

TP 

^ £ L f p h o 

7 r- (v 

5 O-o <u . 

.. bi 

f;cLiV£ iv 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITICISM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



BY DIRECT WIRE FROM 

WESTERN 
UNION 

NEWCOMB CARLTON; PRESIDENT J. C. WILLEVER; FIRST VICE-PRESIDENT 

TVio filitirr ♦i’tho oo cVioum ?n f v»q a 1it*o r\r\ fnil_T*o*o ♦oiorrtnmo onri a<\xt io**or0 *;*«« receipt at destination as shown on all messages, is STANDARD TIME. 

N A J 3 6 ?2 NL = DE N VE R COLO SEP 15 

DR AMD MRS ROBERT E SPEER= 

LAKEVILLE C0NN = 

J-*s 
Class of Service 

This is a full-rate 
Telegram or Cable¬ 
gram unless its de¬ 
ferred character is in¬ 
dicated by a suitable 
sign above or preced¬ 
ing the address. 

K_r 

1223S 
-C 

SIGNS 

DL = Day Letter 

NM = Night Message 

NL = Night Letter 

LCO = Deferred Cable 

NLT = Cable Letter 

WLT = Week-End Letter 
S P 

WE ARE I MEXPRESSABLY SHOCKED BY THE TRAGIC OCCURRENCE AT 

NORTHFI ELD AMD TENDER OUR DEEPEST SYMPATHY AT THIS HOUR 

OF 'OUR GREAT BEREAVEMENT MAY THE GOD OF ALL MERCIES COMFORT 

YOUR SORROW I MG HE ARTS- 

MR AMD MRS ALBERT A RE E D.^K^pmcm" :!0. 

PATRONS ARE REQUESTED TO FAVOR THE COMPANY BY CRITiaSM AND SUGGESTION CONCERNING ITS SERVICE 



FIRST UNITED PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

4001 Fifth Avenue - at Thackeray 

TELEPHONE MAYFLOWER 3846 

PITTSBURGH, PA 

William J. Reid. D. D,, minister 
920 S. Aiken Avenue 

TELEPHONE MAYFLOWER 0632 
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CHURCH OFFICE : 

S39 West 173rd Street 

WAdsworth 3-2300 

Ulniabtuay (Temple 
METHODIST EPISCOPAL 

TOWER IN COURSE OF CONSTRUCTION 

Broadway from 173rd to 174th Streets 

New York 

FORMERLY CHELSEA CHURCH 

D. D. 

October 11th, 1934 

Rev. Robert Speer, D. D. 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York, N. Y. 

Personal 

Dear Dr. Speer: 

I cannot resist the impulse to send you this 
note of sincerest and deepest sympathy. 

Your life since I met you as a boy in Kansas 
has had a great influence upon me. You have been serene and 
trustful through all kinds of experiences. I cannot conceive 
of a much more severe sorrow than has come to you in the loss 
of your son. I know that your faith will fail not and that 
in some way the Comforter will provide strength so that you 
can go through these hard days. 

I will never forget your gracious wife as she 
appeared at the Kiwanis luncheon just before sailing for 
Europe. What a marvelous mother she must be to your children. 
What a blessing she has proved herself to be to the thousands 
who have crossed her pathway. 

Please accept the sincerest sympathy of Mrs. 
Reisner and myself in this your dark and trying day. 

With an ever increasing regard, I am 

Your/S faithfully, 

CHRISTIAN F. REISNER. 



CLlir Presbyterian (Itjurcb 3n fEljr pniteb States of America 

OFFICE OF THE STATED CLERK 

TRANSYLVANIA PRESBYTERY 

Rev A Garland Rotenberry 

LANCASTER, KENTUCKY 

October 14, 1934 

Or. Robert ”, Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
Few York City 

by dear Dr, Speer: 

I have been instructed to convey to you 

the deepest sympathy and prayers of the Presbytery of 

Transylvania, in your hour of sorrow. May the Christ whom 

you have proclaimed during the years, speak peace to you 

and sustain you in your hours of grief. 

Very cordially, 

N ,1 lui f\o >v 
Stated ClerkfT'' 



W. COURTLAND ROBINSON 

DELHI, NEW YORK 
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LINWOOD BOULEVARD—WOODLAND TO MICHIGAN 

Kansas City. Missouri 

Harry Clayton Rogers 

MINISTER 
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September 17, 1924 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave., 

New York, N. Y. 

My dear Robert:- 

Of course we were shocked to read in the newspapers of 
the great sorrow which has come to you in this strange and un¬ 
precedented way, and so among the many expressions of sympathy 
that will pour in upon you in great volume I just want to" come 
and put my hand on your shoulder in tender love as one of the 
friends of the days long gone by. 

Nobody knows better than yourself that words are feeble 
and there is nothing much to be said by man in these Supreme 
Moments that come in our lives, but it means a wnole lot to a 
fellow to have a friend to come and just stand alongside of 
him with a tear in his eye and sympathy throbbing in his heart, 
and that is how I come. 

However, we who are the Lord’s are never crushed. We 
have long learned where to turn. 

The late Mr. Walter Hubbell of Rochester was Mr. George 
Eastman’s most intimate friend, and was Secretary of the Eastman 
Kodak Company. He taught a Sunday School Class in the Baptist 
Church at Rochester of about 1000 men. I used to go up there 
sometimes and teach his class for him. When the splendid new 
building was put up for the Hubbell Class--I always thought Mr. 
Eastman furnished the money for it—I was selected to make the 
dedicatory address. In this way I came in touch with Mr. East¬ 
man. 

Mr. Eastman did not belong to any church. Like so many 
other people, he said he thought if he did all the good he could 
in all the ways that offered that was all that was required of 
him, and he did a tremendous amount of good in supporting many 
splendid things. 

My reply was, "That may be all right when you are riding 
on the top of the wave, with a great and profitable business 
with unlimited resources, but in every man’s life there comes a 
Supreme Moment of one sort or another, and when that time comes 
if a man does not have something outside of himself, some Rock 
of Ages in which he can hide and shelter himself from the storm, 
he is apt to crack under the stress of the tempest." 

The Supreme Moment came in George Eastman’s life. He 
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had nowhere to go, nothing to which he could hold, and he cracked, 
and one of his guns ended the career of a man who apparently had 
everything that this world has to offer. 

It was said of Mr. Eastman at the time that he was suffer¬ 
ing from cancer. I said I thought that was a mistake. Right 
near his home is the Episcopal Church. The Rector’s wife, who 
was a school-mate of my daughter Isabel at Wellesley, was a 
great favorite of Mr. Eastman, and she tried repeatedly to get 
him into the church. She was stricken with cancer, and Mr. 
Eastman did everything that money could do to save her. He 
sent her to his home in the South and had the greatest physicians 
in the land, but she passed away. So I imagine this is how the 
cancer story was started. 

In this great sorrow you and Mrs. Speer have something to 
which you can hold and know the Lord is with you, and I simply 
pass on to you one of my favorite verses, Deuteronomy El:6, and 
remain, 
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OFFICE OF THE SUPERINTENDENT 

Cincinnati Public Schools 
216 East Ninth Street 

EDWARD D. ROBERTS 

SUPERINTENDENT 

September 19 
1934 

Dr* Robert E, Speer 
156 Fifth Avenue 
New York City 

My dear Dr* Speer: 

Though I know you will be overwhelmed 
with expressions from all over the country, I am 
taking the liberty of adding my own in order that 
you may realize that this one of your friends is 
feeling with you in this time of your great trial* 
I would not burden you with my own expression but 
do want to let you know that I am standing with 
you in deep sympathy. Please feel that no acknowl 
edgment of this note is necessary and that I only 
want you to realize that my deepest feeling is com 
ing to you, and will continue to do so* 

Very sincerely yours 

a— 



DR. EDWARD NEWELL, PRESIDENT 

CHAS. E. CORNELL, SECRETARY 
MOUNT HERMON OF THE PACIFIC 

SEVEN MILES NORTH OF SANTA CRUZ 

ON SOUTHERN PACIFIC RY. 

Mount Jarman AaHOriatum, 3nc. 
REV. FRANCIS W. RUSSELL. D. D. 

Executive Secretary 

BIBLE CONFERENCE and PROGRAM 

1133 Hamilton Avenue 

PALO ALTO, CAI FOR NIA 

O. A. ROSS 

General Business Manager 

Mount Hermon, Calif. 

O'— -) 

O—O- 

c 

cx_ 

1934 SEASON JUNE toth, to SEPTEMBER gth 

Write Business Manager, Dr. F. W. Russell, for all Information 



SECOND PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

NEW YORK CITY 

PASTOR S STUDY 

September 15, 1934. 

My dear Dr. Speer 

I was profoundly shocked to read in the paper this 

morning of the tragedy at Northfield, and I wish to express 

my deepest sympathy to you and Mrs. Speer in the hour of 

your great bereavement. 

Words are futile at a time like this, but I wish 

to be one of your many friends who will seek to help you 

bear your sorrow by sharing it with you. 

Dr. Robert B. Speer, 
156 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. 

gjr/arm. 
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FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH 

EDMUND GRINDAL RAWSON, D. D.. MINISTER 

7 W. MONTGOMERY AVENUE. ARDMORE. PA. 

28 September 1934 

My aear Speer: 

My heart has gone out to you 

every since the dreadful day of the tragedy that 

came with such terrible suddenness into your 

life. Your letter,in reply to Graham 

Wilson's, I heard read at the xast meeting of 

the Board of National Missions. Of course 

we know that the dear ohrist is going with you 

through all the darkness of the way hut I feel 

I must join the hosts of your friends whose 

deepest sympathy also goes with you on the 

sorrowful journey. Your triumphant 

faith will win even in the face of the in¬ 

explicable horror of such unrestrained sin. 

It seems as though none but some soul who had 

lost his reason could have done such a horrible 

deed. May God pour out the riches of 

His blessing upon you and yours through all 

these dreary days. Do not think to 

answer this letter. 

Faithfully yours, 



American Baptist Foreign Mission Society 

152 MADISON AVENUE 

NEW YORK /) 



123 South Broad Street 

Philadelphia 

—<^7 „ -_g. 
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NOV 27 1&34MOUNT HERMON SCHOOL • NORTHFIELD SEMINARY 

East Northfield Massachusetts 

OFFICE OF THE EXECUTIVE SECRETARY 
November 20, 1934. 

Doctor Robert E. Speer, 
156 Fifth Ave., 
New York, N.Y. 

Dear Doctor Speer: 

Your letter to Lieutenant Ferrari will be placed in 
his hands at once and I hope that Mrs. Speer may be excused from 
coming to the inquest. I fear, however, that they may insist upon 
it. 

You can, of course, count on our fullest cooperation 
in her behalf. 

We are going to have a very lovely booklet which is 
now being expanded to carry all of the Memorial Service. It will be 
widely distributed and my first reaction to your suggestion that the 
Memorial Resolutions be included in the appendix is that it would 
detract from the record of the Service itself. 

Doctor Boynton Merrill raised the question about 
reading the Resolutions at the Service but Mr. Fry and others who had 
responsibility for planning it felt that it should not be done. How¬ 
ever, the matter can be given further thought and I will discuss it with 
Mr. Fry. 

We all want this book to convey as far as possible not 
only what was said at this wonderful Service but also what was felt by 
everyone there. 

We shall of course submit the proof and want your suggestions. 

Very sincerely yours, 



REV. W. M. ROCHESTER, B.A., D.D. 

Editor and Manager 

Room 707. STERLING TOWER BLDG. 

372 BAY STREET 

^ 7R. 

R. F.. 

The Presbyterian Record 
THE OFFICIAL MONTHLY OF 

The Presbyterian Church in Canada 

^ November 26,1934. 
Toronto 2, Ont. 

Dr. Robert E. Speer, 
The Board of Foreign Missions of 
The Presbyterian Church in the U.S.A. 
156 Fifth Ave. 
New York. N.Y., U.S.A. 

Dear Dr. Speer, 

• I have your letter of the 20th. This with the 
communication from Mr. Kusiw I placed in the hands of 
Dr. Grant. After giving this consideration he states 
that it would be impossible for us to consider any help 
at the present time. We are struggling against great 
odds with our Budget at the present time but hope later 
to be in a better position. 

s' 

I learned of the very sore bereavement which 
you and Mrs. Speer suffered and intended to write you 
a note to express to you and Mrs. Speer my deep symja thy 
in this very great and unexpected sorrow. A real tragedy 
indeed. Perhaps I can do that a little more sympathetically 
today since it is the anniversary of our younger boy’s 
death overseas. It is just seventeen years ago since he 
fell at the Battle of Passchendaele. The older lad fell 
the year following in September, ten months 14ter at the 
Battle of Bourlfin Wood. There is this difference 
with us, that in war one looks for this as an imminent 
possibility. It is different in the experience of private 
life. Be assured therefore of my deepest sympathy with you 
in this trial. 

I may attend the Foreign Mission Conference this 
year and if so it will give me great pleasure to meet you 
again. 

With kind regards. 
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trinity ^etljoihsi Episcopal €i]urrl| 

DELAFIELD AVE. and ELIZABETH ST. 

STATEN ISLAND 

NEW YORK CITY 

REV. GEORGE W. ROESCH, S.T.B..PH.O. 
PARSONAGE; 582 DELAFIELD AVE. 

Phone: Gibraltar 2-0746 

December 5, 1934 

Dr. Robert Speer 
Presbyterian Board of foreign Missions 

156 Fifth Avenue 
IJew York City 

Dear Dr. Speer; 

Dews in the Times yesterday morning roused in me deepest sym¬ 
pathy for you and your family. It has been flowing toward you irom 
the time that the sad tragedy occurred which has brought such a 
shadow upon all those who knew you and your son. I should nave 
written before had I not felt I would be intruding m that sanctuary 
of sorrow where we all tread the winepress alone. 

Yet we know that you were not alone for He_who brings- comfort 
from above was walking with you. fhat can I, with five ooys and t /o 
girls and an unbroken family circle, say of value to you who nave 
lost so much. Yet I know that our ’’Savior has our treasure” and 

that He is always with us. 

Years ago when I was a lad in the Central ._,i.C.A» - 
you delivered an address one Sunday aiternoon on Heorews 1^i1»2.whi^.. 
has been with me all my life. Your books have been a constant inspi¬ 
ration and stimulus. A few summers ago I brought my boys forty miles 
to hear you deliver an address, which proved to be on Jonathan nowc-.i s. 
It was worth it, for all the piled up inluences of the years came 
from the speaker to at least one in his congregation and aie with him 

yet. 

a a. May you and your family be enabled to throw off what seems to 
(Sfc! ’’the weary weight of this unintelligiole world, which Christ alone 
can lift* and run with new steadfastness the race that is set bexore 
you with “a single eye to that great coach who trained us from the be- 
' ginning and looks upon us with that encouraging smile and with 

that s trange look suffering '2 of one who has been made ’’perfect through 

Yrs. Rogscft joins me in heartfelt s, . ^ looser joint 

i(ilK 
Sincerely yours 

-"S 

bd (f 

G /R: LB 


